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S ENATOR WESELY: Th ank y ou . Mr. Speaker, members, this bill, if
you' ll recall, is Senator Withem's bill. It's his priority
bill. It deals with the problem of people that are private pay
residents in nursing homes, running out of money and then going
on to Medicaid. The problem in Senator Withem's district was
that this one particular nursing home decided to go strictly to
private pay and took a number of residents and moved them out
and that were Medicaid patients and it caused great trauma and
there was great concern. Senator Withem's bill has been amended
on General File and by the committee to try to provide for some
more restraints on this type of activity and the bill is one
that has been worked on by the nursing home industry and Senator
Withem and myself. And this amendment is the compromise that
hopefully will gain support from the industry. What it says is
basically that the provisions of the bill don't start until the
effective date of this bill so that you don't have a retroactive
situation and what we provide in the bill is that if you' re a
resident for one year and after that date you become Medicaid
eligible, you would be protected if the nursing home doesn' t
have already 10 percent of their beds dedicated to Medicaid. So
this would then just change that so it doesn't take effect until
after the effective date and then finally there is a p r o v i s i o n
on disclosure on the contracts involved that would be deleted by
this amendment that are already provided for under federal
provi s i o ns . So wi t h t h i s a m endment I t h i n k w e h av e a b i l l that
is one that is going to deal with the problem and one that won' t
have the objection of the nursing home industry. I 'd ask your

SPEARER NICHOL: Senator Withem, then Senator Higgins.

SENATOR WITHEM: Mr. President, members of the body, this b i l l
that was introduced,as it was introduced, was a fairly broad,
far-reaching approach to the problem of what happens w he n ou r
e lder l y who a r e be i n g cared for in nursing homes run out of
money. The original requirement of the b i l l was t o r equ i r e
every nursing home in the state to participate in the Medicaid
program. We have since compromised away from that point of view
a nd I ' ve c ome t o realize, not just for compromise sake, but
probably for good public policy sake that we probably aren' t
ready in this state to require that at this point. The p r o b l e m
of having enough dollars to care for an aging population in
nursing homes is a broader problem and can be dealt with just by
a specific bill such as 782 as it was introduced. We have
amended it now into a bill which merely seeks to hold harmless
that individual that enters a nursing home a s a p r i v at e pay

support for the amendment.
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